
Colinton Garden Club 

Minutes of the 41st and 42nd Annual General Meeting held on Monday 26th April 2021 

online via Zoom. 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 

The Chair, Elspeth MacGregor, welcomed all members, especially new ones, to a combined 

41st and 42nd Annual General Meeting, being held online due to the Covid 19 pandemic. The 

Club now has 244 members, up from 218 in 2019. Copies of the 2019 AGM minutes and 

financial accounts of the past two years had been circulated to members in advance, along 

with the agenda. 

1. Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Heather McAndrew, the Pearsons and Joy Hosie.  

2. Minutes of 40th AGM held on 29th April 2019 

One spelling error had been highlighted, which Elspeth had since corrected.  The minutes 

were approved by Susan Plag and seconded by Bob Jones. 

3. Matters arising from the minutes 

There were no matters arising. 

4. Chairperson’s report – Elspeth MacGregor 

The Chair said that she was standing down this year after six years in the role and that she 

had enjoyed every minute.  All our Club activities had to stop in March 2020 due to the Covid 

pandemic.  We missed our May Evening Open Garden outing, our Members’ Open Gardens 

in June and our Summer Outing to Branklyn and Drummond Castle. However, we issued 

Newsletters more frequently and the Website continued to function as usual. No 

subscriptions were levied for the year 2020/21. We were also able to have a modified and 

socially distanced Plant Sale in October where a selection of bulbs from Parker’s was available 

for purchase. We were able to plan a programme of ‘virtual’ talks to replace our regular 

meetings, starting from January 2021.  

 

The Club video was played and the Chair continued with a slide show illustrating events from 

May 2019 onwards as follows:- the new logo designed in 2019 by Christine Ireland and new 

website set up and designed by Alasdair Ferguson; our Ruby Anniversary in April 2019 with 

members’ art exhibition; May 2019 Evening Open Garden at Anna Buxton’s house in 

Murrayfield; June 2019 Club Members’ ‘Open Gardens’ with thanks given to Colin and Barbara 

McGregor, Susan and Stephen Plag and Barbara Murray.  The 2019 Summer Outing at 

Portmore Garden in Eddleston and Blackdykes Gardens outside North Berwick.  The 2019/20 

Programme had consisted of: 

September 23rd – Leonie Paterson, Archivist, RBGE – ‘George Forrest – A Scottish Plant 
Hunter in China’ 



October 28th – Jim Jermyn,  Branklyn Garden 
November 25th – Simon Milne, Regius Keeper RBGE  
December Christmas Party – very good fun with entertainment from David Lyall and the 
Gilbert and Sullivan Singers  
January 27th 2020 – Members’ Evening with talks from Susan McMaster, Jon Gibson and 
Helen Moyes 
February 24th 2020 – Sue Gray, Damhead Nursery and plant stall: this was our last meeting 
in Dreghorn Hall before lockdown. 
 
In 2021, Zoom Meetings were arranged and were well attended by 75-80 members at each 
meeting.  
January - Colin Wren, one of the National Trust for Scotland’s Gardener Managers, told us 
about the gardens in Newhailes House 
February -Japanese Gardens by Nancy Stevens  
March - Caroline and Andrew Thomson on the National Collection of Narcissus Backhouse 
cultivars at their Backhouse Rossie estate in Fife 

 
The Chair then noted future plans, stating that our autumn programme will start again at 
the end of September, and Susan McMaster, our Programme Convenor, has arranged a full 
programme of speakers – as below - however it will depend on government regulations 
regarding Covid 19 whether we will meet in person or continue online.  Subscription will 
continue at £8 per household.  The website will be updated as to the state of affairs.  
George Anderson – a career in horticulture 
Gavin McNaughton – Meconopsis and Gentians (plus plant stall if in person) 
Gregory Kenicer – Useful Scottish Native Plants 
Jim Williams – Growing and Showing vegetables or Greenhouse Management 
Billy Carruthers – Peonies (plus plant stall if in person) 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report – Jon Gibson 
The Treasurer firstly introduced himself to members, having taken over as interim Treasurer 
from Bryan Dale in September 2020.  He then summarised the Club’s finances to 31st August 
2020, noting that 2020’s income and expenditure were both lower than in 2019, due to the 
cancellation of 2020 events due to Covid 19, and to the pausing of subscriptions.  The 
balance sheet showed that the Club’s total assets as at 31st August 2020 were a healthy 
£7,272. 
 
6. Approval of accounts  
A historical discrepancy of £33 in a carried forward figure was highlighted which is being 
investigated. On the understanding that the £33 discrepancy will be resolved, the accounts 
were approved by Mitchell McLean and seconded by Chris Tonge. 
 
7. Appointment of External Examiner 
The Chair thanked Hilary Kerr for agreeing to continue to audit our accounts. 
 
8. Changes to the committee and nominations to the committee 
The Chair noted changes that occurred in September 2020, as follows:  our treasurer Bryan 
Dale and Programme Convenor Susan Plag stood down; Susan McMaster took over as 



Programme Coordinator; Jon Gibson was co-opted to join as Treasurer; Ian Forder was co-
opted as Hall Officer; Alison Jack was co-opted to join as Secretary.  This year two Office 
Bearers, Jo Todd, our Membership Secretary, and Elspeth as Chair are standing down, 
together with Committee members Barbara Murray and Elizabeth Emblem.  Also, our 
Secretary Alison Jack who was co-opted last September has also stood down and her place 
has been taken by Shona Harrower. 
 
The Chair then asked Members to approve the re-election of the following office bearers: 
Susan McMaster as Programme Convenor 
Ken Whitson as IT and Equipment Officer 
Murdo McEwan as Library Officer 
Liz Windle as Fertiliser and Bulb Purchase Officer 
Anne Siller as Implements Officer and Publicity 
These motions were proposed by Jim Murray and seconded by Margo Gilchrist. 
 
The Chair then asked Members to approve the election of four new members of the 
Committee, as follows:  
Penny McKee as Chairperson This was proposed by  Elspeth MacGregor and seconded by 
Chris Tonge 
Jon Gibson as Treasurer, proposed by Bryan Dale and seconded by Vivienne MacPhail 
Ian Forder as Hall Officer, proposed by Ken Whitson and seconded by Sheila O’Riordan 
Helen Moyes as Membership Secretary, proposed by Jo Todd, seconded by Barbara Murray 
Shona Harrower as Secretary, proposed by Susan McMaster and seconded by Diana Ennos 
 
No further nominations have been received, however, we are also looking for an Outings 
Officer to organise occasional short outings for the club and the annual Summer Outing,  
and for two so called ‘Floaters’ to join the Committee and learn the ropes before taking over 
a role in the future.  
 
9. AOB 
The Chair thanked Jo Todd for keeping the Membership Lists over the years, and to 
Elizabeth and Barbara for being very helpful members of the Committee.  Also, Margaret 
McDougall and Carol Lumsden who are always there for the Club with coffees and teas, and 
to Diana Ennos and Alyson Kemp for their unfailing help and for their delicious jams and 
cakes.  Also to our Library Garden and Steps Maintenance team, and to our Newsletter team 
– our Editor Alasdair and Anne Siller for printing the Newsletter during lockdown, and Diana 
and Jo for delivering the paper copies.  Also to Bob Jones for his wonderful photographs. 
Elspeth also thanked the entire Committee who have worked so hard during this difficult 
year. Lastly, the Chair thanked all members for supporting our Club.  Susan McMaster 
offered thanks on behalf of Club members to Elspeth for all her time, hard work and cheery 
guidance as Chair over the past six years.   
There was no other business and the meeting was closed. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


