
Colinton Garden Club 
 

Minutes of the 40th Annual General Meeting held on Monday 29th April 2019 at 

Dreghorn Loan Hall. 

 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 

The Chair, Elspeth MacGregor, welcomed members to the 40th Annual General 

Meeting of Colinton Garden Club and to a celebration of the Club’s 40th Anniversary. 

Copies of last year’s AGM Minutes, agenda and financial statements were available 

in the hall.  The agenda and financial statements were projected on a screen for 

everyone to view during the meeting.  A copy of last year’s minutes had been posted 

on the club’s website. 

   

1. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Billy Wheelan, Lawrence and Morag Marshall, Kate 

MacSween, Ian Stewart and Jean Myers. 

 

2. Minutes of 39th AGM on 24th April 2018 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were approved by Bryan Dale and seconded by 

Peter Kilgour. 

 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 

There were no matters arising. 

 

4. Chair’s Report – Elspeth MacGregor 

The Chair welcomed some of the original members to the meeting, Jenni 

Connaughton and Margaret Kilpatrick.  

 

The Chair said that 2018/19 had been another successful year for the Club, with 

membership numbers now at 218 households, slightly up on last year. The Club has 

had a colourful and varied year of talks and activities. These were then illustrated in a 

slide show as follows: 

 

8th May:  Evening Open Garden at Kevock Garden Plants at Lasswade. 

2nd June: Open Gardens: Thanks were given to Gail and Robin Aston, David and 

Maggie Robinson and Lawrence and Morag Marshall for allowing us all in to have a 

look at their splendid gardens. 

7th July:  Summer Outing: To Fife to visit Cambo and Teasses Estates. 

2nd September: We had our usual stall at Art in the Park on another wonderfully sunny 

and warm day. 

 

The Chair noted we started the autumn season with our newly designed website, and 

thanked David Towers who reconfigured and redesigned it for us with advice and 

assistance from Alasdair Ferguson, who is our new Webmaster, and Peter Kilgour.  

 

The Chair also thanked Christine Ireland and her granddaughter for designing and 

digitalising our new logo. 

 

 

 



The Chair reprised the programme enjoyed by members over the year. 

 

24th September:  The year started with a talk from Stan da Prato of the Royal 

Caledonian Horticultural Society on Tulips. 

6th October:  We had a very enjoyable and successful Plant Sale with cakes, coffee. 

22nd October:  Benedict Bates from the Woodland Trust  

26th November:  Members’ Night with three really interesting talks from Bob Jones, 

Alasdair Ferguson and Richard Ennos.  

10th December: Christmas Party with violinists Danny Miller and Claire Docherty. 

28th January:  George Anderson talked about his travels in Chile. 

25th February: Ken Cox from Glendoick came to talk about his new book, Woodland 

Gardening. 

25th March: Brian Holmes from Holmes Farm Plants gave the Club a talk on Irises 

and brought a massive array of plants for us to buy. 

 

The Chair then noted future events in this year’s programme: 

 

It is still the hope to visit Saughton Gardens at Balgreen in Edinburgh at a later date, 

as our planned visit on April 26th had to be cancelled. 

 

Tuesday 14th May: Evening Open Garden is to be held at Redcroft, 23 Murrayfield 

Road, EH12 6EP on Tuesday 14th May at 6.30 pm.  

 

Saturday 8th June: Open Gardens 10.00 – 12.00: 

• Colin and Barbara McGregor at 11 Bonaly Crescent. 

• Susan and Steve Plag at Laverockdale House, 66 Dreghorn Loan, where teas 

will be available. 

• Jim and Maureen Heardman had also very kindly offered to open their garden, 

but as Jim is rather unwell they will be unable to have us. The Chair wished 

Jim a speedy recovery. 

• The Chair asked for any voluteers to open their garden in place of the 

Heardmans. 

 

Saturday 29th June: The Summer Outing - departure time 09.15 from Westgarth 

Avenue visiting Portmore Garden in Eddleston, preceded by tea and coffee at the 

Horseshoe Inn and followed by a picnic or lunch at North Berwick. In the afternoon 

we visit Blackdykes Gardens outside North Berwick.  

 

Next year’s programme has already been arranged and will include: 

 

September 23rd:  Leonie Paterson, Archivist, RBGE – ‘George Forrest – A Scottish 

Plant Hunter in China’ 

October 28th: Jim Jermyn, Branklyn Garden 

November 25th: Simon Milne, Regius Keeper RBGE 

January 27th: Members’ Evening  

February 24th:  Sue Gray, Damhead Nursery + plant stall 

March 23rd: Caroline Thomson, Rossie Estate – ‘The National Collection of Narcissus 

Backhouse cvs. a unique insight’ 

 

Thanks were given to Susan Plag for arranging the speakers and outings. 



 

5. Treasurer’s Report – Bryan Dale, Treasurer 

The Treasurer summarised the Club’s finances for the year running from September 

2017 through to end of August 2018. 

 

The Income and Expenditure sheet showed that the Club’s income from subscriptions 

and donations reached a figure of £1,890 down from the previous year’s figure of 

£1,994, which was due mainly to donations being lower.  

Income from the Xmas party increased slightly due to an increase in ticket prices. 

The summer outing ran at a loss due to the bus not being full.  

Administration costs increased from £406 to £743, some speaker’s fees had increased 

and there were more travelling expenses due to the fact speakers were coming from 

further afield.  

 

In 2017/2018 the profit from plant sales was £580.  Total income for the year was 

£5,213.  There was a total expenditure for the year of £6,045 giving an overall deficit 

of £832.  

 

The Treasurer noted the reason the Club had made a loss was the cost of £1,119 for 

development of the website. This has been charged to the Income and Expenditure 

Account rather than being capitalised and depreciated on the Balance Sheet. The 

Treasurer reported that advice had been taken and as the website had no value to 

anyone other the Club, this was the appropriate treatment of the cost. If there had been 

no website costs the Income and Expenditure Account would have shown a surplus. 

 

The Balance Sheet showed total assets amounting to £6,718, providing a comfortable 

figure to support any unexpected costs or significant purchases that are required 

during 2018/19 and onwards. 

 

6. Approval of the accounts for the year September 2017 to August 2018 

The accounts were approved by members Diana Ennos and seconded by Ann Duncan. 

 

7. Report on the current finances of the Club – Bryan Dale, Treasurer 

Since September 2017, the subscription has remained at £8 per household and this 

will continue to be the fee for 2019/2020. Club membership numbers have increased 

this year. 

 

The Club incurred an expense for new display boards for Art in the Park and for the 

Club’s 40th Birthday celebrations. 

 

8. Appointment of the External Examiner for the following financial year 2018-

19  

The Chair thanked Hilary Kerr who was this year’s Honorary Independent Examiner 

and was delighted to report that Hilary had kindly agreed once more to audit our 

accounts. 

 

 

 

 

 



9. Changes to the Committee and Club Webmaster 

The Chair noted the Committee members who are standing down. Bob Jones, our 

Publicity Officer who has served for nine years, Margo Gilchrist, our librarian and 

hall officer and Peter Kilgour, our IT specialist. The Chair presented each of the three 

committee members with a gift. 

 

Two volunteers have agreed to join the Committee, Murdo McEwan and Kate 

MacSween.  

Murdo McEwan was elected to the Committee, proposed by John Lodge and 

seconded by Mitchell McLean. 

Kate MacSween was elected to the Committee, proposed by Chris Tonge and 

seconded by Elspeth Murray 

 

Ken Whitson has agreed to take care of our IT requirements on meeting nights taking 

over from Bob Jones and Peter Kilgour, but will not be joining the Committee.  

  

10. Election and re-election of Office Bearers 2019/20  

Not applicable 

 

11. Any Other Business 

The Chair thanked various members for their support namely Margaret McDougall, 

Carol Lumsden and their husbands David and Graham. Also Diana Ennos and Alyson 

Kemp for their help and the Library garden team. 

The Chair also thanked the Committee and members for their support. 

Thanks were also given to Margo Gilchrist and her team for co-ordinating the evening 

and to the jazz band for their performance. 

Bryan Dale offered thanks on behalf of Club members to Elspeth for all her hard work 

as Chairperson. 

 

12. Close of Annual General Meeting 

The Chair then invited Jenni Connaughton, who was the first Chair of the Club back 

in 1978, to cut the 40th Anniversary cake. 

Members were then invited to partake in a glass of bubbly and some cake while 

enjoying the display boards with photos from past events and the Ruby Anniversary 

exhibition of members’ work. 

 

Evening Finale 

 

Honorary Membership was awarded to Christine Ireland who, with her husband 

Andy, produced wonderful backdrops and stage settings for the Christmas 

parties over the years. She organised and designed pallet gardens for the 

competition at Gardening Scotland in previous years and won two Gold Medals. 

She also contributed to the Club as a committee member and designed our 

striking new logo. 

 

Prizes were then announced for the members’ craft display. First prize went to Susan 

Plag, second prize to Cynthia Louden and third prize to Anne Siller. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


