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Friday 26th April
A tour of the
newly-restored
Saughton Park
Monday 29th
April 8 pm

AGM
and our
th
40 Birthday
Celebration

It is amazing to think that we were shovelling snow to get
out of the house at the end of February last year, while
this year we have enjoyed a very mild winter and the
warmest temperatures on record. Which brings us to the
subject of climate change. Is it happening or is it a myth,
as Donald Trump seems to believe?
Recent years have brought record heatwaves in Europe in
which many people have died and which have caused wild
fires to rampage across Greece and Portugal causing considerable loss of life.
The Met Office stated that the extreme heat was made 30 times more likely
because of rising temperatures. An academic in Penn State University
commented that "The unprecedented floods, droughts, heat waves, wildfires
and super storms we've seen in recent years - they are the face of climate
change. The world's weather is becoming more extreme before our eyes - the
only thing that can stop this destructive trend from escalating is a rapid fall in
carbon emissions." The extreme weather events linked to climate change cost
thousands of lives and caused huge damage throughout the world in 2018.
School children are becoming increasingly involved and have instigated strikes
to demand action on climate change and teachers are preparing new curricula
as climate and ecological breakdown will define the life of every child alive
today. We can’t stand by and watch this happen.
I recently received an e-mail from one of our members who is extremely
concerned about this problem: she is particularly interested in supporting
community gardening, or other initiatives which might help address the Climate
Change Emergency. It is a small but essential start in order to take action
against the increasing threat that will certainly affect our future generations.

Including
an exhibition of
members’ work
and
display of our
past activities
COME IN RED!
See page 4
The Edinburgh Botanics on a typical March day: Club members meander
through the rock garden while the videographer plies her skills
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There are a number of action groups already in place such as Trees of Edinburgh, Edinburgh and
Lothians Greenspace Trust, Hailes Community Orchard, our own Colinton Amenity Association and
others. Their websites all deserve a visit and I have listed them on page 4 of this Newsletter.
As gardeners we all have a role to play by conserving wild life – feeding birds and making holes in the
garden wall for hedgehogs, having a ‘less tidy’ garden to protect insects and small mammals, maybe
building a small pond. It’s all a matter of small adjustments so that we can sit in, and enjoy, our gardens
all the more.

Elspeth

Promotional video of Club activities
Colinton Garden Club has agreed to help a HND student at Edinburgh College, Ms Ploy
Bunluesilp, to make a short promotional video for the Club as part of her course work. The video
will last between two and three minutes and describe the work we do and our activities. It will
appear on our website when finished. Accordingly, a few of us spent a morning at the Botanics on
an impromptu Spring flowers outing while Ploy filmed us (photo on page 1).
One plant we saw was the
snowdrop, Galanthus ‘Anne
of Geierstein’. In 1829 Sir
Walter Scott wrote the
novel ‘Anne of Geierstein’
(The Maiden of the Mist),
which is mainly set in
Switzerland.
Ploy took more footage of
our activities at the recent
March meeting and intends
to be present at the May
Open Garden event.

GARDENING SCOTLAND 2019

Compost from Tiphereth

Volunteers are once again needed to assist with
stewarding and liaison duties at the 2019 GARDENING
SCOTLAND SHOW, which takes place this year
between Friday 31st May and Sunday 2nd June.
Volunteers will have their travel expenses paid, be
given special parking arrangements, free entry to the
show along with snack meals and refreshments whilst
on duty. Volunteers will have a pre-show meeting at
the showground at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 29th
May. There are two shifts each day, from 9.00 am to
1.30 pm and 12.45 pm to 5.00 pm. Should you wish to
volunteer please let me know which day(s) and shift(s)
you can do by MONDAY 29th April (date of our Club
AGM). I can be contacted at (0131) 261 4856 and
bandfwheelan@yahoo.co.uk.
Billy Wheelan

Locally produced. Delivery right to your
door: free in EH10, 11, 13 and 14 for orders
over £25. CGC members receive 10%
discount for loose loads and >10 bags.
Bags are 40 litres. All prices include VAT.
1, 5, 10 bags / £6.00, 5.50, 5.00 per bag
1.0, 1.6, 2.2 m3 loose / £85, 125, 160
Contact us: Tel. 0131 312 9944
sales@tiphereth.org.uk
Tiphereth supports
adults with learning
difficulties, autism and
other support needs
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Irises and much more
At our March meeting, members were met
by a wall of plants in front of the stage, the
produce of Brian Young of Holmes Farm
Plants near Irvine. Brian entertained us with
a far-ranging talk on his passion, ‘Irises’. He
covered the origins, cultivation and
taxonomy of irises including their less
formal division into Dutch, bearded and
non-bearded types etc. This was accompanied by photos of all the different irises
he had grown over the years.
Afterwards Bryan Dale thanked the
speaker on behalf of the club, and then
quickly took up position in the front row of
the scrum as the company sort to snap up
items from the diverse range on offer.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Bob Jones

MEMBERS
including
Committee

New publicity /
communications
arrangement from
August 2019

WEBSITE
MANAGEMENT
NEWSLETTER
PRODUCTION
Alasdair Ferguson

publicity@
colintongardens.org.uk

NEWSLETTER
DELIVERY
Diana Ennos

delivery@
colintongardens.org.uk

MEMBERSHIP
DETAILS
Jo Todd

membership@
colintongardens.org.uk

I will be stepping down as your Publicity Officer / Newsletter Editor in July 2019 after 9 years in
post. New arrangements will be in place for the next session as shown in the diagram above.
Members’ communication links are shown in green.
Alasdair Ferguson will be in charge of both website management and newsletter production –
members should interact directly with him in relation to both activities.
Dianna Ennos will oversee newsletter delivery whether by e-mail, post or hand – any problems
with delivery should be addressed directly to her.
Jo Todd will continue to be in charge of membership details – please inform her of changes to
your postal address, e-mail address, etc.
I will continue to supply Alasdair with photos taken at club events for the website and newsletter.
Members are encouraged to also send in photos taken on club outings and on their travels to
garden venues at home and abroad.
The Committee feels that this system together with related activities (e.g. preparation of meeting
posters, tickets for events, display for Art in the Park) could benefit from overall supervision by a
Publicity Officer, who would be a committee member (modest computer skills required). Would
you be willing to take on this role? If so, please contact Elspeth.
Bob Jones
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Programme of events for 2019

Friday 26 April

A tour of the newly-restored Saughton Park
10 am – 12.30 pm. We will be met by Peter McDougall at the car park
– access via Stenhouse Avenue / Fords Road. No charge. Please
give your name to Susan Plag: events@colintongardens.org.uk

Monday 29 April
Let’s make it a
Red Letter Day!

Annual General Meeting & Club’s 40th Birthday Celebration
> Exhibition of members’ work – bring any item of a botanical nature
with a red theme for our Ruby Anniversary.
> Please bring along a photo of yourself taken 40 years ago (1979).
> Exhibition of the Club’s activities over the years.
8 pm in Dreghorn Loan – Upper Hall. Refeshments will be served

Tuesday 14 May

Evening Open Garden
Anna Buxton has kindly offered to show us her garden in Murrayfield:
Redcroft, 3 Murrayfield Road, EH12 6EP. 6.30 – 9 pm. Use own
transport - lifts can be arranged if required. Refreshments served.
£4 per head – put your name down and pay at next meeting

Saturday 8 June

Local Open Gardens and Plant Sale
We are grateful for invitations to visit three gardens: 10 am – 12 noon
1. Jim & Maureen Heardman, 14 Bonaly Road – plant sale here
2. Colin & Barbara McGregor, 11 Bonaly Crescent
3. Susan and Steve Plag, Laverockdale House, 66 Dreghorn Loan
– please park in Redford Drive or (lower) Dreghorn Loan rather than
the lane unless you have difficulty walking. Tea and coffee served here

Saturday 29 June

Summer Outing
A visit to Portmore Garden in Eddleston with tea and coffee at the
Horseshoe Inn first. Then a stop for a picnic lunch at the Lodge
Grounds in North Berwick, followed by a visit to the romantic garden at
Blackdykes, on the outskirts of North Berwick.
£27 per head - put your name down and pay at next meeting

From page 1: Contacts for Local Environment and Climate Change Action Groups
Edinburgh & Lothians Greenspace Trust
Permaculture design Scotland
Hailes Community Orchard
Trees of Edinburgh
Colinton Amenity Association

http://www.elgt.org.uk/
https://scotland.permaculture.org.uk/
http://www.hailesorchard.btck.co.uk/
https://treesofedinburgh.blogspot
https://www.colinton-amenity.org.uk/

Newsletter Delivery

Club Website

Not received your newsletter?
Contact Bob Jones
Communications Officer
0 13 1 44 5 27 4 5

For details of all Club activities
and contact addresses
Webmaster: Alasdair Ferguson

publicity@colintongardens.co.uk
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