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COLINTON GARDEN CLUB 
NEWSLETTER 

Dear Members 
 
We had an astonishingly warm and pleasant summer this 
year, which almost qualified as a ‘barbecue summer’ up 
here in Scotland. You often read about these barbecue 
summers, but how often can we actually eat outside in 
the evenings or enjoy the regular family barbecues that 
are quite usual in the south of England? These few 
degrees north do usually make quite a difference, and if a 
downpour doesn’t ruin your garden event, then the 
midges probably will. 
 
We had a very successful Summer Outing this year. Travelling to Fife in our 
usual 57-seater charabanc, we stopped first at Cambo Estate by Kingsbarns.  
I remember Cambo from my days at St Andrews University when some of the 
more affluent students, who actually had cars, rented apartments there. It was 
always an adventure to get there on the bus and I remember some good 
parties in the house that one could politely describe as a bit run down. All this 
stopped in the mid-1990s when the building was renovated and there was 
serious investment in both house and grounds resulting in what we have 
today. Sir Peter and Lady Catherine Erskine have turned the estate into a 
successful upmarket accommodation business and they host a wide range of 
cultural and educational activities throughout the year including weddings and 
children’s events. 
 
We started with coffee and shortbread outside in the yard of the stables café, 
which has been recently refurbished and then divided into two groups to go 
round the grounds. It was a glorious day with not a cloud in the sky and Lady 
Erskine showed us the magnificent climbing and rambling roses that reached 
the tops of high trees and covered them in a mass of perfumed blossom. She 
then took us round the walled garden and we admired the wonderfully 
innovative sculpture of children doing 
handstands on the wall, the burn 
running through the garden and the 
exquisite little Chinese bridges. 
 
After lunch – picnic or in the café - we 
proceeded round the highways and 
byways of Fife and finally landed at 
Teasses Estate, which is owned by Sir 
Fraser and Lady Morrison.  
 
There are woodland gardens, a 
Japanese water garden, and in front of 
the house a ravine garden that you 
cross on a wooden bridge and then 
look down on glorious masses of 
flowers on each side in every shade of 
blue and purple, including agapanthus, 
hydrangea and penstemon.  

Coming soon… 
 

Monday 26th 
November 8 pm 

 

Dreghorn Loan Hall 
 

Members’ 
Evening 

 
3 shorts talks: 

 
Beyond 

Phalaenopsis 
 

Kandy Botanical 
Gardens, Sri 

Lanka 
 

Botany in 
Bulgaria  
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See page 4  
for tickets for 

Christmas Party 
and January 

meeting  

Do visit  
our new 
website  
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Each member of the family has a dedicated small garden within the garden area, including the 
grandchildren!  This is a lovely idea and the thought of being able to retreat to your very own little corner 
of the garden appeals greatly.   We departed back to Edinburgh after enjoying a very memorable day. 
 
Now Autumn is well upon us and the trees are turning to russet, gold and red. Sweeping up the leaves 
after the storms has taken up a lot of time and the brown bins can hardly keep up with the amount of 
foliage to be put into them, necessitating extra trips to the tip.  Life is back to normal as we prepare for 
dark evenings and approaching winter, but Christmas with its accompanying festivities is always a 
cheerful prospect. 

Elspeth 

Our last meeting featured a most 
informative talk by Benedict Bate on his 
work with the Woodland Trust in Scotland. 
He is also a long-standing member of 
Reforesting Scotland.  
 
The Trust’s website has a useful section 
on identifying native and non-native British 
trees. 
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-
woods/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-
trees/native-trees/ 

The new Club logo The Committee wishes to thank our own 
Christine Ireland for designing a splendid 
new logo for the Club. Granddaughter 
Lucy helped with the production of a 
digital image. 
 
Christine tells me that the inspiration for 
the logo came from the (now restored) 
wrought iron railings and gates along a 
ramp leading to 25 Bridge Road in 
Colinton. They were commissioned by 
Walter Biggar Blaike for his house in 
Colinton and designed by Phoebe Anna 
Traquair in the early 1920s.  Phoebe 
lived in Colinton and had an important 
role in the Arts and Craft Movement in 
Britain: see 
https://www.nationalgalleries.org/art-and-
artists/features/phoebe-anna-traquair  

Club’s new website 
 

Go to https://colintongardens.org.uk for our new website. 
We need members to contribute photos, articles and 
other relevant information.  Please send to the Editor 
who will pass on items to the Webmaster, Alasdair 
Ferguson and / or retain for inclusion in Newsletters.  

In need of a good home 
 

Jim Heardman has a ‘Parwin’ 3kw 
electric greenhouse fan heater, which 
includes a thermostat that is easily 
set degree by degree above 0oC.  
Please contact Jim on 441 2335.  
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Autumn ramblings 

21

October Plant Sale 
 

Members are thanked for their 
enthusiastic support of our annual plant 
sale and coffee morning. Indoor and 
outdoor plants, cakes and jams all sold 
well. The picture shows Elspeth, Billy and 
Liz selling bulbs by the dozen. Several 
members were seen struggling to their 
cars with large ceramic pots, courtesy of 
Jim Heardman, who is cutting back on 
some of his activities, but by no means 
hanging up his gardening boots. 

It’s awful - 
my cuticle is  
so soft and 

waxless 

…fruit) is damaged to an extent that it becomes more 
susceptible to boring insects and fungal infection. Young trees 
and those with thin bark are most at risk. Prevention is always 
better than cure. You can put up shade fabric around shorter 
plants or wrap the trunk. You can even paint vulnerable areas of 
the trunk with white latex paint diluted 50 / 50 with water. Lastly 
over-zealous pruning of the upper leaf canopy should be 
avoided. Whether gardeners in Scotland will routinely resort to 
these measures in our hotter future remains to be seen. 
 
Conversely, it is important not to reduce sunlight to a level 
where vital processes are suppressed. In July 2018 the science 
journal Nature reported that insects, like humans, synthesize 
Vitamin D in the presence of sunlight. And only the other day, 
while meandering through Morningside I spied a strange 
concatenation of sunglasses in an optician’s window – but did I 
imagine an even stranger snippet of conversation?  Editor  
(With thanks to Jobe’s (USA) website - vendors of Tree Wrap, 
Sunscreen Fabric, and Sun Sails (for human use of course).   

Elspeth’s introduction refers to the red, 
gold and russet colours of this time of 
year, with no better place to appreciate 
this than Gore Glen (right). Yes, it’s 
Sinatra-time again: The falling leaves – 
Drift by the window – The Autumn leaves 
– Of red and gold. Then it gets a tad 
tacky: I see your lips – The summer 
kisses – The sunburned hands – I used 
to hold. Of course the sun can seriously 
damage vegetation as well. In plant 
sunburn, the foliage becomes yellow and 
brown, and then the areas between the 
main leaf veins start to die. While in 
sunscald, the bark (and sometimes the… 
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Newsletter Delivery 
 

Not received your newsletter?  
Contact Bob Jones  

Communications Officer  
 0131 445 2745  

 

publicity@colintongardens.org.uk 
 

  Programme of events for 2018-19 
Monday 26 November Members’ Evening - three short presentations by members.  

Exotic orchids – tropical botanical gardens – Bulgarian botany 

8 pm in Dreghorn Loan – Upper Hall 

Monday 10 December  Christmas Party  8 pm in Dreghorn Loan – Upper Hall.  Tickets now 

available from the Treasurer Bryan Dale. 
Monday 28 January ‘Travels in Chile’ by George Anderson, Beechgrove Garden 

8 pm in Dreghorn Loan – Upper Hall. For safety reasons, entry is by 

ticket, limited to two per household and available from Jo Todd 
Monday 25 February ‘Woodland Gardening’ by Ken Cox, Glendoick 

8 pm in Dreghorn Loan – Upper Hall.   

Monday 25 March ‘Irises’ by Brian Young, Holmes Farm Plants, Irvine   

8 pm in Dreghorn Loan – Upper Hall  Also a plant stall 
Monday 22 April Annual General Meeting & Display of Members’ Work  

8 pm in Dreghorn Loan – Upper Hall 
A Monday evening in May Evening Open Garden  Details later 

A Saturday in May / June Local Open Gardens  Details later 
A Saturday in June / July Summer Outing  Details later 
 

Committee post to become vacant 

We are seeking a replacement for 
Bob Jones who will relinquish the 
post of Communications Officer 
next July after a 9-year stint. 
 

The main duties involve the 
assembly of 4 newsletters per 
year (Word documents), over-
seeing their distribution by 
volunteers, and liaising with our 
webmaster. Assistance with colour 
printing is available. In addition, 
Bob will continue to take photos at 
Club events and supply them to 
the Comms Officer, etc. Should 
you feel you could take on this 
role, please contact Elspeth at 
chair@colintongardens.org.uk  

Surplus seeds please! 
 

A new addition to our meetings, the seed-swap box is now in 
service!  You’ll find the box on the library table at the front of the 
hall. Members are invited to bring along any surplus seeds that 
may be of use to others.  And (whether you have any to swap or 
not) please help yourself to any packets you think you could use.  
 
Opened / part used packets, freebie packets from magazines, or 
seeds gathered from your own garden are all equally welcomed.  
But please ensure that the envelopes, bags or packs that you 
bring them in are SMALL, SEALED and LABELLED!  In addition 
to the name(s) of the plant, it would be useful if your label 
included the sort of information that one would normally find on a 
commercial seed packet - as much as you can, anyway!  
    
q  Type of plant (perennial, annual, climber, houseplant, herb etc) 
q  Size, shape and colour of mature plant 
q  Ideal position / soil condition (part shade, sandy soil, pot, back 
     of border etc) 
q  Months to sow, plant, harvest; flowering / fruiting months etc 
q  The year in which the seed was packed   

Club Website 

For details of all Club activities  
and contact addresses 

 
Webmaster: Alasdair Ferguson 
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