
Colinton Garden Club 
 
Minutes of the 39th Annual General Meeting held on Monday 24th April 2018 at 
Dreghorn Loan Hall. 
 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 
The Chair, Elspeth MacGregor, welcomed members to the 39th Annual General Meeting of Colinton 
Garden Club.     Copies of last year’s AGM minutes, agenda and financial statements were available in 
the hall for information.   The agenda and financial statements were projected on a screen for everyone to 
view during the meeting.  A copy of last year’s minutes had been posted on the club’s website. 
   
1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Maureen and Jim Heardman, Bryan Dale, Morag and Lawrence Marshall 
and Christopher Davies. 
 
2. Minutes of 38th AGM on 27th April 2017 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved by Mitchell McLean and Colin Whitehead. 
 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
There were no matters arising. 
 
4. Chairperson’s Report –Elspeth MacGregor 
The Chair said that 2017/18 had been another successful year for the Club, with membership numbers 
now at 214 households, slightly down on last year. Over the year, we had a colourful and varied year of 
talks and activities.  These were then illustrated in a slide show as follows: 
 
15 May: Evening Open Garden at Roslyn Glen, courtesy of Fiona Jones. 
24 June: Open Gardens. Thanks were given to hosts Alan and Heather Smith, Tom and Susan Murray, 
and Bryan and Mary Dale. 
29 July: Summer Outing to three properties in the Borders: Newhall, Abbotsford and Mertoun. 
25 September: We started the 2017/18 season with a very interesting talk about the work of Tiphereth 
Community.  
7 October: Plant Sale and coffee morning 
23 October: Glendoick Garden Plants by the renowned Ken Cox  
27 November:  Ben Dell from the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh  
11 December: Christmas Party. 
22 January: Gerry Gallagher from the Edinburgh Botanic gardens on the history of the Botanic Cottage. 
26 February: ‘Propagation’ by Claire Reaney of Dundee Botanic Gardens  
26 March: Members’ Evening, with 15 minute talks from Johnathan and Mary Davy, Penny McKee and 
Susan Plag. 
The Chair and Susan Plag then noted future events in this year’s programme: 
8th May 2018: we visit Kevock Garden, Lasswade where there will also be a Plant Sale.  Members were 
encouraged to share cars where possible. 
2nd June 2018: Open gardens and plant sale to be hosted by Robin and Gail Aston at 1 Spylaw Park, teas 
and coffees will be served at Lawrence and Morag Marshall’s, 14 Spylaw Park. The third garden is at 
David and Maggie Robinson’s at 16 Gillespie Road with parking recommended to be in Pentland 
Avenue.   
 
7th July 2018: Summer outing to Fife, visiting Cambo and Teasses Estate.  Members were reminded that 
departure will be at 9am prompt from Westgarth Avenue. 
 
The Chair mentioned a few other items: a Yucca plant needing a new home; a talk at Dobbies on orchids, 
Gardening Scotland on 3rd June and Art in the Park on 2nd (or 9th) September.  
Next Year’s (2018/19) Programme has already been arranged and will include: 



September - Stan da Prato - Editor of Caley's Caledonian Gardener, - "Tulips" 
October - Benedict Bate, Woodland Trust - "The Woodland Trust in Scotland" 
November - Members' Evening 
January - George Anderson from the Beechgrove Garden – “Travels in Chile” 
February - Ken Cox – “Woodland Gardening” (his new book) 
March - Brian Young, Holmes Farm Plants - "Irises" (will be bringing a plant stall) 
The Chair thanked Susan Plag for her organisation of all these events. 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report – Chris Tonge (on behalf of Bryan Dale, Treasurer) 
Chris summarised the Club’s finances for the year running from Sept 16 through to end of August 2017.  
The Income and Expenditure sheet showed that the Club’s income from subscriptions and donations 
reached a figure of £1,994.  This reflected strong membership numbers during the last Session. Chris 
explained that membership fees need to cover the main running costs of the Club and also contribute to 
our Christmas Party and our Outings. In 2016/2017 we continued to raise additional funds to support the 
Club from our Plant, Produce and Bulb Sales and this time round the surplus from these events was £476.  
Total income for the year was £4,915.  There was a total expenditure for the year of £4,290 giving an 
overall surplus of £625.  
 
The Balance Sheet showed total assets amounting to £7,550, providing a comfortable figure to support 
any unexpected costs or significant purchases that are required during 2017/18 and onwards. 
 
On behalf of our Honorary Treasurer, Chris then thanked all the Club Members for their continued 
support during last year, and also thanked Hilary Kerr, our Honorary Independent Examiner, for the work 
in examining the accounts.  
 
6. Approval of the accounts for the year September 2016 to August 2017 
The accounts were approved by members Jim Murray and Diana Ennos. 
 
7. Report on the current finances of the Club – Chris Tonge on behalf of Bryan Dale, Treasurer 
Since September 2017, the subscription has remained at £8 per household and this will continue to be the 
fee for 2018/2019. Club membership numbers continue to be strong and the income and expenditure to 
date remain very much as last year, though there was a slight decrease in the takings from the October 17 
Plant Sale.  To date there have been no significant additional expenses in relation to purchases to support 
the Club’s activities.  The Club continued to make contributions to the expenses of all our Speakers to 
show our appreciation. 
 
On behalf of our Honorary Treasurer, Chris confirmed that the Committee was confident that the Club 
continues to offer very good value, providing a varied and entertaining calendar of Meetings and 
Outings. 
 
There were no questions on the accounts or finances of the Club. 
 
 
8. Appointment of the Independent Examiner for the following financial year 2017-18 
The Chair thanked Hilary Kerr who was this year’s Honorary Independent Examiner and was delighted 
to report that Hilary had kindly agreed once more to audit our accounts. 
 
9. Changes to the Committee and Club Webmaster 
The Chair announced that Chris Tonge, who was our Treasurer for 5 years, and who served on the 
Committee last year as a non-office –bearing member or ‘floater’ was stepping down. Thanks were given 
to Chris and she was presented with a gift.  Billy Wheelan, who stepped down from being Fertiliser and 
Bulb Purchasing Officer last year, and who served on the Committee this past year was also stepping 
down and he was thanked for his service on the Committee.  Anne Siller, our Implements Officer, has 
agreed to join the Committee.  The Chair noted that Bob Jones, our Publicity Officer would like to step 



down next year and a successor is needed who has reasonably good computer skills. Preferably his 
successor should come on board as soon as possible to shadow Bob in his role.  The Chair asked for one 
or two new committee members to help to run the Club and welcomed any volunteers. However, none 
were forthcoming. 
 
The Chair thanked Sonia Duffy who was standing down as our Webmaster after 15 years, and presented 
Sonia with a gift. Alasdair Ferguson has agreed to take over the website, once it has been converted (by 
David Towers) into a more simplified version ie from HTML to WordPress.  
 
The Chair then reported that the roles of Publicity Officer and Programme Convenor would become 
Office Bearers, as allowed by the Constitution to facilitate continuation of service. 
 
The Chair then handed over to Peter Kilgour to ask the Meeting for approval of the above changes: 

 Anne Siller was elected to the Committee, proposed by John lodge and seconded by Barbara Murray 
 Elspeth MacGregor was re-elected as Chairperson, proposed by Margaret McGregor and seconded by 

Christine Ireland. 
 Susan McMaster was re-elected as Secretary, proposed by Billy Wheelan and seconded by Iain McKee. 
 Bob Jones was re-elected as Publicity Officer, proposed by Penny McKee and seconded by Sonia Duffy. 
 Susan Plag was re-elected as Programme Convenor, proposed by Mitchell McLean and seconded by 

Joyce Sawers. 
 
10. Any Other Business 
The Chair asked if there were any matters that members would like to raise.   
 
Mary Davidson commented on the sound being poor and the hearing loop system not working properly 
and asked if money could be invested into improving them. It was noted that visiting speakers sometimes 
cannot be heard.  The Chair responded that efforts would be made into improving the sound. 
 
The Chair notified members that new data protection regulations were coming into effect in May 2018, 
which require consent to be given before members’ data can be stored.  To meet this regulation, the 
2018/19 membership form will include a consent box to be ticked. 
 
The Chair noted that in 2019, the Club turns 40, and asked for ideas for celebrating this anniversary. 
 
Finally, the Chair thanked various members and the committee for their support and hard work. 
 
Vera Jones offered thanks on behalf of Club members to Elspeth for all her hard work as Chairperson. 
 
11. Close of Annual General Meeting 
The Chair then invited members to enjoy the refreshments provided and to vote for their favourite items 
in the members’ “Arts, Blooms and Crafts” display.  First prize went to Diana Ennos with Christine 
Ireland in second place and Bob Jones in third.  There was a commendable number of entries, all of 
which deserved recognition. 
 
 
 

 


