
Colinton Garden Club 
 

Minutes of the 37th Annual General Meeting Held on Monday 25 April 2016 at 
Dreghorn Loan Hall. 

 
Welcome and Opening Remarks 
The Chair, Elspeth MacGregor welcomed members to the 37th Annual General Meeting of Colinton 
Garden Club.     A few copies of last year’s AGM minutes, agenda and financial statements were 
available in the hall for information.   The minutes had also been posted on the Club website and the 
financial statements were to be projected on a screen for everyone to view during the meeting. 
   
1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from George and Jean Haskell, Isobel Lodge, Morgan Jones, and Lawrence and 
Morag Marshall. 
 
2. Minutes of 36th AGM on 27 April 2015 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 
 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
There were no matters arising. 
 
4. Chairperson’s Report –Elspeth MacGregor 
Elspeth MacGregor said that 2015/16 had been yet another successful year for the Club.  Membership was 
at an “all time” high of 238 households.  We continued to have a colourful and varied year of talks and 
activities which were all well attended.  These were illustrated in a slide show as follows: 
11 May 2015: Evening open garden at Redhall Walled Garden 
20June 2015: Open gardens and plant sale, hosted by members Christine and Andy Ireland, Kathleen and 
George Tait, Jean and George Haskell.  These members were thanked again for opening their lovely 
gardens to the Club for such an enjoyable morning. 
25 July 2015: Summer outing to Gifford for visits to Broadwoodside and Gifford Bank, Dirleton Castle 
Garden and the Bowerhouse Walled Garden at Dunbar. 
28 September 2015: A talk by Thomas Gifford (Garden Supervisor) entitled “Dawyck Botanic Gardens” 
3 October 2015: Autumn plant and produce sale at Westgarth Church Hall. 
26 October 2015: A talk by Hamish Martin (of The Secret Herb Garden ) entitled “Herb or Weed” 
23 November 2015: A talk by Jim Jermyn (Horticultural Expert) entitled “Northern Italy and the 
Dolomites –a gardener’s paradise” 
14 December 2015: Christmas party at Dreghorn Loan with its wonderful spread of food, special 
entertainment, quizzes, carols and fun. 
25 January 2016: Members evening with 3 talks by members Colin Whitehead on Rhododendrons, Keith 
Gordon on his Redhall Allotment and Bob Jones on Gingers. 
18 February 2016: Snowdrop Outing to the Botanics. 
22 February 2016: A talk by Fiona Playfair (of Garden Solutions) on “Composts” 
14 March 2016: A talk by Gavin McNaughton (of Macplants, Pencaitland) entitled  “A year in the 
nursery” 
 
Elspeth then reported on events the Club was looking forward to: 
23 May 2016: Evening Open Garden at Malleny Garden, Balerno 
18 June 2016: Open Gardens and plant sale to be hosted by Gill and Paul Perry, Wendy Gray and Caroline 
and Michael Pearson. 
16 July 2016: Summer outing to Fife, visiting Logie House, near Dunfermline, Falkland Palace gardens, 
and Glass Mount House, Kirkaldy.  Members were reminded that they should meet promptly on 
Westgarth Avenue at 9 am for the trip.  The estimated time of return was 5 pm. 
 
Susan Plag (Programme Secretary) was thanked for working hard to put together an interesting 



programme of speakers for next year and for her successful programme for this year. 
5. Treasurer’s Report – Chris Tonge 

Chris gave a summary of the Club’s finances for the year September 2014 to August 2015.  The income and 
expenditure sheet showed that the income from subscriptions and donations was £1458.  This was a good 
amount and reflected the high numbers of members paying a membership fee per household of £6 per year.  
The income was used to cover the costs of the regular monthly meetings and helped to subsidise outings and 
events such as, the Open Garden Evening and the Christmas Party.  The Plant, Produce and Bulb sale also 
generated income of £781.  This was less than in the previous year, but still a good amount.  The net income 
after purchases for resale was £5663.  The total expenditure for the year was £6095 and resulted in a net 
deficit of £432 for the year.  There had been a surplus in the previous year of £829.  The deficit resulted 
from paying for regular running costs and payment of 3 donations, as follows:  £300 to Colinton Parish 
Church to assist with the purchase a new projector screen, £100 to the Scottish Association for Mental 
Health who run Redhall Walled Garden, and £50 to the project to restore the Hidden Gardens of Penicuik. 
 
Chris then reported on the balance sheet.  Fixed assets amounted to £734, these were the value of 
tools/equipment and books after annual depreciation of 25%.   The amount was less than last year (£978) as 
no further purchases had been made of fixed assets.  Current assets were £6259 providing the club with a 
reserve for purchases, donations and unexpected future costs.  Total net assets amounted to £6992. 
 
Chris thanked members for their support and also thanked Morgan Jones (Reporting Accountant) for his 
advice and work in examining the clubs accounts. 
 

6. Approval of the accounts for the year September 2013 to August 2014 
The accounts were approved.   Approval by member Susan McMaster was noted. 
 
7. Report on the Finances of the Club in the current year – Chris Tonge 
Chris said that the subscription per household had been held at £6 for several years, an amount that had 
only just supported the main running costs of the Club.  Membership levels were high with an 
encouraging number of new members this year.  The Christmas Party had received a small subsidy from 
club accounts.  Subsidies would also be given to support the Evening Open Garden at Malleny and the 
Summer Outing to Fife.  These subsidies were seen as appropriate given the income expected to be 
generated from plant and bulb sales and reserves in the bank.  The Club pays for fees/expenses/gifts for 
our speakers to show our appreciation.  The net income from the Plant, Produce and Bulb Sale in October 
2015 was over £400 and the Plant Sale at the Open Gardens event in June was likely to produce a surplus. 
 
Purchases and donations recently have been greater than in recent years.  The committee agreed the 
purchase of a new projector to replace our ageing model and a donation to the Dreghorn Loan Hall to 
assist in the purchase of new stage curtains.   Running costs of the Club were rising and there was a need 
to budget to cover main items of expenditure, including subsidies.  It was also necessary to keep sufficient 
reserves to cover unexpected eventualities.  In view of these rising costs the Committee has agreed that 
the annual membership fee should rise to £8 per household from September 2016. 
 
8. Appointment of the Reporting Accountant for the year 2015-6 
Thanks was offered to Morgan Jones who had kindly acted as reporting account this year but did not wish 
to continue with this role. 
 
Christine Aitken had kindly agreed to be the new reporting accountant and her appointment was 
welcomed. 
 
9. Nominations to the Committee 
This year (2015/16), the committee was: Elspeth MacGregor – Chairperson, Diana Ennos – Secretary, 
Chris Tonge – Treasurer, Billy Wheelan – Purchasing Officer, Bob Jones - Communications Officer, 
Susan Plag – Programme Secretary, Bryan Dale– Hall Officer, Margo Gilchrist – Librarian, Jo Todd– 
Membership Secretary, Peter Kilgour – IT and Equipment Officer and Susan McMaster (Committee 



member). 
 
Diana Ennos (Secretary) was to leave the committee as her term of office was completed after 6 years.  
Susan McMaster would take over the role of secretary. 
 
Fiona Bushby was nominated to join the committee.  This nomination was approved by members and she 
was welcomed onto the committee.  Further committee members were required and members were invited 
to put their names forward if they were interested in serving on the committee. 
 
10. Election of Office Bearers for 2016-7 
The proposed office bearers for 2016/17: Elspeth MacGregor – Chairperson, Susan McMaster – 
Secretary, Christine Tonge – Treasurer,  Billy Wheelan – Purchasing Officer  This was approved by 
member Mitchell McLean.   
 
11. Any Other Business 
The Chair offered thanks to Diana Ennos for acting as Club Secretary.  She had worked hard and 
efficiently in keeping minutes, organising the committee, helping with events, booking venues and 
generally supporting the club.  She then presented Diana with a gift token on behalf of the Club. 
 
Christopher Davies then offered his thanks on behalf of Club members to Elspeth for all her hard work as 
Chairperson this year which made the Club continue to be so successful. 
 
Elspeth then invited members to enjoy the refreshments provided and to vote for their favourite items in 
the members “Arts, Blooms and Crafts” display. 
 
The first prize went to Susan Plag with Christine Ireland in second place and Yvonne Mitchell in third.  
There were a commendable number of entries, all of which deserved recognition. 
 
 
 

 


