
Colinton Garden Club 
 

Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting Held on Monday 27 April 2015 at 
Dreghorn Loan Hall. 

 
Welcome and Opening Remarks 
The Chair, Penny McKee welcomed members to the 36th Annual General Meeting of Colinton Garden 
Club.     A few copies of last year’s AGM minutes were available in the hall for information and the 
minutes had also been posted on the Club website.  The agenda for the AGM and the financial statements 
for the Club were projected on a screen for everyone to view during the meeting. 
   
1. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from George and Jean Haskell, David and Elizabeth Ferro, Morgan Jones and 
Professor Stewart. 
 
2. Minutes of 35th AGM on 28 April 2014 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 
 
3. Matters arising from the Minutes 
There were no matters arising. 
 
4. Chairperson’s Report – Penny McKee 
Penny McKee said that 2014/15 had been yet another successful year.  Membership was at an “all time” 
high of 228 households, and outings were always fully subscribed.  The Club continued using it tried and 
tested formula.   Lots of excellent events had taken place as follows.  Photos were shown as a reminder of 
them. 
6 May 2014: Guided rhododendron walk at the RBG Edinburgh; 
19 May 2014: Evening open garden at Anne Duncan’s, 1 Bonaly Road with wonderful tulip displays; 
21 June 2014: Open gardens and plant sale at Laverockdale House (Hosts, Susan and Steve Plag), 7 
Bonaly Crescent (Hosts, Ann and Roger Dean) and The Cottage, Bonaly Tower (Host, Anna Bostock); 
19 July 2014: Summer outing to Lennel Bank and Anton’s Hill, Coldstream and Portmore, Eddleston;  
31 August 2014:  CGC stall at Art in the Park; 
11 October 2014:  Autumn Plant, Produce and Bulb Sale at Westgarth Church Hall; 
The programme of lectures, September: The lost gardens of Penicuik by Roger Kelly, October: The Plight 
of the Bumblebee by Anthony McCluskey, November:  Scotland’s best gardens and nurseries by Ken 
Cox, January: The living collection of the RBG by David Knott, February: Growing and showing 
vegetables by George Harrison, March: The Secret Life Ferns by Heather McHaffie; 
8 December 2014: The Christmas party and Pantomime; 
4 March 2015:  Snowdrop outing to Dawyck and Kailzie. 
 
Penny then outlined the events to come for the rest of the year.  These were as follows: 
11 May 2015:  Evening open garden at Redhall Walled Garden; 
20 June 2015: Open gardens and plant sale at 90 Redford Loan (Hosts, Christine and Andy Ireland), 4 
Harelaw Road (Hosts, Kathleen and George Tait) and 11 Harelaw Road (Hosts, Jean and George 
Haskell). 
25 July 2015: Summer outing to Gifford for visits to Broadwoodside and Gifford Bank, Dirleton Castle 
Garden and the Bowerhouse Walled Garden at Dunbar. 
Art in the Park, a new programme of lectures and a Christmas Party were being arranged but details were 
still to be confirmed. 
 
Penny thanked everyone for their hard work and commitment which made the CGC what it was today. 
 
 

 



5. Treasurer’s Report – Chris Tonge 
Chris gave a summary of the Club’s finances for the year September 2013 to August 2014.   The income 
and expenditure sheet showed that income from subscriptions and donations was £2096.  This was higher 
than the previous year due to increased membership (annual membership subscription had remained at £6 
per household) and a donation of £500 from Professor Ian Stewart in memory of his wife Mary.  Professor 
Stewart was thanked for his generosity.  The club received a Community Grant of £200 to purchase tools 
for the Library Garden.  Plant, produce and bulb sales also generated income of £920.  The income had to 
cover the cost of regular monthly meetings and subsidises for the Christmas Party, Outings and other 
events such as the Open Garden Evening.   The net income after purchases for resale amounted to £5982. 
 
The total expenditure for the year was £5153.   The balance of net income over expenditure gave a surplus 
of £829 compared with a deficit of £34 in the previous year. 
 
The balance sheet showed that the value of fixed assets was £978 which was the net value of our 
equipment and books after annual depreciation of 25%.  The value for fixed assets in the previous year 
was £1304 and the decrease reflected that fact that there were no purchases of equipment, tools or books.  
Current assets amounted to £6446 which could support future purchases of equipment, donations or other 
unexpected costs.  Total net assets amounted to £7424. 
 
Chris then thanked Mitchell Maclean for his work and advice as Honorary Reporting Accountant. 

 
6. Approval of the accounts for the year September 2013 to August 2014 
The accounts were approved.   Approval by members Christopher Davies and Billy Wheelan was noted. 
 
7. Report on the Finances of the Club in the current year – Chris Tonge 
Chris reported on the current financial year.  The subscriptions had remained at £6 per household and 
continued to support the running costs of the Club.  Membership numbers were at good levels.  Subsidies 
were available to support outings which were viewed as appropriate given current funds and anticipated 
surpluses from plant sales.  The plant, produce and bulb sale in October 2014 produced a net income of 
£400.  The Christmas party in December 2014 broke even and did not require a subsidy.  Expenditure 
continued for speakers in the form of gifts tokens, cheques and payments to cover expenses.   Purchases 
and donations to date had been small.  The main items of expenditure were for new hall keys and a 
contribution to the new hall projection screen.  The club continued to budget to cover regular expenditure 
and subsidies, and also to hold sufficient reserves to cover unexpected eventualities. 
 
8. Appointment of the Reporting Accountant for the year 2014-5 
Penny gave a vote of thanks to Mitchell McLean who had been the reporting accountant for many years. 
 
Morgan Jones had kindly agreed to be the new reporting accountant and his appointment (in absentia) was 
welcomed. 
 
9. Nominations to the Committee 
This year (2014/15), the committee was: Penny McKee – Chairperson, Diana Ennos – Secretary, Chris 
Tonge – Treasurer, Billy Wheelan – Purchasing Officer, Bob Jones - Communications Officer, Susan 
Plag – Programme Secretary, Bryan Dale– Hall Officer, Margo Gilchrist – Librarian and Schools Liaison 
Officer, Jo Todd– Membership Secretary, Peter Kilgour – IT and Equipment Officer. 
 
Penny McKee (Chairperson) was to regretfully leave the committee as her term of office was completed.  
 
Elspeth McGregor and Susan McMaster were nominated to join the committee.  These nominations were 
approved by members and they were welcomed onto the committee.  Approval by members Mitchell 
McLean, Jo Todd, Isobel Lodge, Margo Gilchrist was noted. 
 
 



10. Election of Office Bearers for 2015-16 
The proposed office bearers for 2015/16: Elspeth McGregor – Chairperson, Diana Ennos – Secretary, 
Christine Tonge – Treasurer,  Billy Wheelan – Purchasing Officer were approved by members.  Approval 
by Iain McKee, Jim Murray and Peter Kilgour was noted.      
 
11. Any Other Business 
Diana Ennos offered thanks on behalf of members to Penny for her hard work, friendship, leadership and 
enthusiasm as chairperson for the Colinton Garden Club.   Penny then thanked members for the gift token 
and expressed her pleasure at having the honour of being Chair for 3 years.  She intended to remain an 
active member of the club.  Everyone was then thanked for attending and the meeting closed. 
 

 


